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TAGS: MASS, PFOR, ET, US 

SUBJ: U.S. MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA 

1. ETHIOPIAN MEDIA LATE APRIL 30 AND MAY 1 REPORTED MINISTRY 

OP INPORMATION AND NATIONAL GUIDANCE SPOKESMAN STATEMENT NOTING 
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON QUOTING "GOVERNMENT SOURCES" THAT 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAS STOPPED ALL ARMS DELIVERIES TO 
ETHIOPIA. SOURCES STATED NEARY 100 MILLION DOLLARS WORTH 
OP PREVIOSULY APPROVED MILITARY SUPPLIES AFPECTED, 

INCLUDING P-4E LIGHTER PLANES, M-60 TANKS AND 
AMMUNITION. MININPO SPOKESMAN SAID USG DECISION 
HAS "NOT COME AS A SURPRISE" AND IT HAD BEEN EXPECTED 
U.S. IMPERIALISTS WOULD TAKE SUCH AN ACTION. HOWEVER, 

THIS DECISION "WOULD NOT MAKE REVOLUTIONARY ETHIOPIA 
KNEEL BEPORE IMPERIALISTS" AND WOULD CONTINUE TO 
SEEK WAYS TO SELP-RELIANCE WORTH OF INDEPENDENT 
ANTION AND HEROIC PEOPLE. 

2. MININPO SPOKESMAN MAKE LINKAGE BETWEEN ALLEGED 
CUT-OPP TO ETHIOPIA AND ANNOUNCED ARMS SALES 

TO "IMPERIALIST PUPPET REGIME OP NIMEIRI" WHICH 
COMMITTING AGGRESSION AGAINST ETHIOPIA IN VIOLATION 
OP UN AND OAU CHARTERS. AMERICAN ARMS AID 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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BEING DENIED TO COUNTRY FOR ITS LEGITIMATE DEPENSE 
NEEDS, LEAVING IT EXPOSED TO THREATS AND SUBJECTED 
TO ARMED INTERVENTION PROM REACTIONARY NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRY. AMERICAN ARMS AID AND SALES THEREPORE 
CLEARLY DICTATED BY IDEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND AIMED 
AT CRUSHING REVOLUTION OF ETHIOPIAN BROAD MASSES. 
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3. ALTHOUGH ENGLISH VERSION OF ETHIOPIAN MEDIA REPORTS, REFTEL, 
DOES NOT GO AS FAR AS SCCUSING U.S. OF DIRECTLY SUPPORTING 
EDU, EPRP, AND ELE, IT DOES MAKE LINKAGE BETWEEN 

U.S. AND NIMEIRI, WHO CURRENTLY ETHIOPI'S NUMBER ONE ENEMY. 

4. THIS SAME STORY REPORTED REETEL WHICH WHILE STILL 
UNPLEASANT HAS BEEN TONED DOWN FROM ORIGINAL 
AMHARIC VERSION, POSSIBLY BUT ONLY POSSIBLY AS 
RESULT OE MY TELECON WITH AE/E POST AETER 

WHICH I WAS ABLE REASSURE MOEA THAT THERE HAVE BEEN 
NO RECENT STATEMENTS MADE IN WASHINGTON (I ALSO TOLD 
MOFA ONCE MORE THAT USG HAD ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO DO 
WITH EDU, ELE, AND EPRP). WE ASSUME "REPORTS PROM 
WASHINGTON" REPER TO REUTERS DESPATCH (STATE 98379). DEPT'S 
PROMISED PRESS GUIDANCE WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HAVE SOONEST. 
TIENKEN 
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